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IGNATIEFF'S BAD MONTH ) CRITICAL SURVIVAL

Iffy Iggy: This is your
‘real character moment’

Jtimson@globeandmail.com

ichael Ignatieff should
M take heart.

Sure, the leader of
the Liberal Party has been re-
ceiving the drubbing of his
life. He has been “diagnosed”
as narcissistic, damned as in-
competent and dismissed as a
dud. He’s been mocked as If-
fy and Igotist. And that’s just
in the past few weeks. Forget
Toryattack ads: This non-
stop blitz of searing criticism
would erode even the stron-
gest ego.

It's an orchestrated orgy of
humiliation for an interna-
tional intellectual .who, only
three short years ago, was ec-

statically described by one of
his supporters, former general
Roméo Dallaire, as “the only
person who can articulate a
vision of Canada, who can
move the yardstick of hu-
manity, who can move the
country well beyond the bor-
ders in which we find our-
selves.”

Yeah, well, that was then,
this is now and ouch, how it
must hurt. Criticism always
does, and it happens to
everyone, although rarely as
spectacularly or publicly as it
has fallen on Iggy.

But all is not completely
lost. How we survive such
criticism constitutes what To-

‘ronto leadership consultant
‘Patrick O'Neill calls “a real
character moment.” Under

this kind of barrage, Mr.

' O’Neill said in an interview,

there is no option of remain-

: lngtﬁg ‘way you are: “You ei-
‘ther shrink

orybugrow
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ichael Ignatieff,

o might have been Obamafie by the media by. wrfue of
relafwe fres!mess, has. msfead been ihoroughly irounced SEAN KfLPATR!CK/IHE CANAE)IAN PRESS_ o

'lee The p@or guy a brea!

tical scholars with

for years that a man who, i)y o
virtue of his intellectnal ac-
complishments and relative
freshness to the scene, might
have been Obamafied by

the Canadian media has in-
stead been roundly trounced.
Whether it's a.case of tall-pop-
by syndrome or whether he’s -

‘genuinely - even alarmingly - :
1 'bring down the government,

the wrong man for the job, My,
~Ignatieff is 111 the ihlck of’ 1t '
‘now.

-a vast right-wing conspiracy.
Nor is he over tly expressing
‘self-pity, which is good.The
-clogest he'came to poer-nme-":

ism was saying wryly, aftera
political kerfuffie that saw: hlS S
main organizer in Quebec, MP,

Denis Coderre, yesign in dis- .

_gust, “Tt. hasn’t beén. the easi- "

est week in iy life”

"But he thenadded, ‘Trénidy'.-"

I rather like the problems Tve:

got™ (Which frankly made him :

look-a little dense. Who would_
like those problems?) Andin.

an interview published lecent—

-y in Britain's Observer news-
paper, Mr. Ignatieff concluded:
“I married the right woman.
I'm not going to die out thexe
if people don’t like me, be-
cause there’s someone at
home who thinks I'm okay.”

It was a rather charming re-

It should prowde pch»-

enough thesis mateual '

8o howis: he domg? Weil he
is certainty not whm;ng about ¥

:malk bui also dlew cnuusm _

1. with one leiter to the editor

sniffing that he sounded like

1 King Edward VIII in his abdi-
_cat;on speech. ¢ :

“Give the poor guy a bleak he
was just poiniing out he has

-] balance and Jove in his life,

In the midst of all this, Iggy -
also marched into the House

| .of Commons last week and de-
Tivered a highly focused speech

‘about why his party wanted to

which showed aman getting
back in touch with his vision
and sense of purpose, éven as .
his non- conﬁdence motion

was defeated.

Politicians, lzke evelyone '
else, reveal themselves not

:when the going is good, but -
'when the ‘going sucks, '

:Take Toronto Mayor Dc“’ld

?Mﬂler who recently an--
nounced that after a bruising

civic strike, he would not be

_secking a third term. When, -

clumlg the strike, Maclean’s -
magazine. pubhshed a.cover .

; photo fllustration of Mr. Miller -
in a garbage can with a banana °
‘peel on his head, the Mayor s
Dristled. What might have . :
been an opportunity for a ;ol{e :
.about the things you have to -

put up with to be a cover boy
instead révealed a 1eade1 w1t11
avery thinskin, =/

On the-other hand, U.S. Pres-
1dent Barack Obama has been '

caughtina fuesio;m of ¢riti-

mtel!ed and -

cisim about health cale 1ef01 m

through which he's generally.
kepthis Iegendmy cool even
as his appmvai 1atmgs have
plummeted.:: :

-The rules about handhng

' cr1t1c15m are'the same for

everyone: Congiderthe: souxce
determine whether the criti-
cizer wants you fo do well; ac- -
nowledge but-don’t
necessarily agree witlythe
complaints, and then dec1de
whetheryou need to’ make
changes.

Oh,and don't. hold pelsonal

. giudges Prime Minister Ste-.

phen Harper; renovined for his -
animus toward his critics, may -

_have missed that memo.

Few'arenas are move by utal

‘thari politics. Ibet Iggy. day--

dreams of being booed as di--
rector of Tosca at the Met (at
least'the humiliation was: over’
in one mght), rather than™ :+
what he s today aiman w1th a
Kick Me sign-onhis back =in
two official languages.

- But it ain'tover till the' you—
know-what $ings. v

: Michael Jgnatieff may bea:
thin-skinned intellectual mas-
querading as atough’ guy,a -
politician manqué, or some-
one'who may yet sur prise the -
country-and himself by his
own resilience and growth in
the face of relentless criticism, -

That's what the'next few:
months will be aboat Slnmk
or grow, . .




